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Dental nursery rooms in Japan as “a secure base’
for parents and children

SUZUKI, Komi
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Abstract:

This study clarifies the current condition of nursery rooms at dental clinics in Japan and discusses their
desirable functions from Bowlby's concept of a "a secure base". We made an observational and semi-struc-
tured interview study of the dental nursery rooms, from which we consider their social function as "a secure
base" for desirable child-rearing. Based on the availability and responsiveness of these dental nursery rooms,
dental clinics can become “a secure base” (Bowlby, 1988) for parents and children. We conclude that dental

nursery rooms in Japan would be a secure base for parents and children and a pivot for family support.

Key words: Dental nursery room, Secure base, Temporary Childcare System, attachment, family support



