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The development children in Japanese infant home:

The influence of hospitalization during attachment formation
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Toyo Gakuen University
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Abstract:

This paper examined what would be the risk for infants’ attachment development in Japanese infant home
through the case which experienced hospitalization for two times during her life in infant home. Attachment
behaviors toward the main caregiver were checked every month. It showed that there were 2 points that at-
tachment behaviors didn’t develop according to the age of the month, which were in attachment phasel and
after leaving hospital. These suggest that (1)infants in attachment phase 1 need more face-to-face communi-
cation so that infants prefer to have eye contact with their main caregivers, and (2)especially after leaving

hospital, the more nurturing care is needed otherwise hospitalization would hinder attachment development.

key words: infant home, attachment formation, hospitalization



